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resfolution] pray keep to it.1 Now, that I may be noways
accessory to your breaking it, I design to send Mr. Lewis
word to a minute when we shall leave London, that he may
tell you. And might I advise you, it should be to set out
from Windsor just at the same time that we leave London,
and if there be a by-way you had better take it, for I very
much apprehend that seeing us will make you break
through all, at least I am sure it would make you heartily
repent; and I would not for the world, could I avoid it,
give any uneasiness upon this score, because I must in-
fallibly upon another. For when Mr. Lewis told me what
you had done, which I must needs say, was not in so soft a
manner as he ought, both out of friendship to you, and
compassion to me, I immediately swore, that, to be
revenged of you, I would stay in Windsor as long as Mrs.

H-----e did, and, if that was not long enough to tease you,

I would follow her to Hampton Court, and then I should
see which will give you most vexation, seeing me but
sometimes, or not seeing her at all. Besides, Mr. Lewis
has promised me to intercept all your letters to her, and
hers to you; at least he says I shall read them en passant,
and, for sealing them again, let him look to that. I think
your ruin is amply contrived, for which do not blame me,
but yourself, for it was your rashness prompted to this
malice, which I should never else have thought of.

CL. [Scott.]

SWIFT TO Miss ESTHER VANHOMRIGH

Windsor Castle, September 3, 1712.

I SEND this haunch of venison to your mother, not to you,
and this letter to you, not your mother. I had your last,

preservation that seems possible is the remarkable one that yanessa
kept copies of them. In this connection it is to be borne in mind that
she was then older than has been conjectured from a reference to her
in, the Journal to Stella ("Prose Works," ii, 222), and cannot have
been less at that time than twenty-four (supra, p. 299, n. i).

1 Apparently the preceding letter had crossed one from Erasmus
Lewis (fuproy p. 309, n. i) to Vanessa written on Swift's instructions
suggesting in a humorous way reasons why her visit to Windsor would
be at that time impolitico, Prince tells us in "The Worthies of Devon," was
